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For Amtrak Police Captain Brian Ravert a critical tool for homeland security has been overlooked: basic civics
education in the United States.
Ravert chose the topic for his Center for Homeland Defense and Security master’s degree thesis, “Protecting
America through Better Civic Education.”
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“As a commander of the patrol force in a larger transit police department I had begun to notice a difference in the
work ethic of our younger recruits,” he explained. “While most were some of the brightest people I know, they
seemed to lack the ability to think on their feet. They were able to handle almost any computer program we had, but
didn’t know what questions to ask of witnesses or crime victims and I thought I was just turning into my dad.”
His thesis was recently posted on the website of the National Strategic Narrative, which Ravert learned of during his
first in-residence period at CHDS.
“They identified the importance of having an American story, a narrative explaining what our values are as a nation,
a strategy for prosperity, and sustainability. In their work they identify three investment priorities,” Ravert wrote. “The
very first priority is the education of our youth. I took that as my cue. I was inspired by those remarks and thought
perhaps there really is a thesis in this.”
1) The research centered on the status of civic education in American schools and whether its study could positively
impact homeland security. Likewise, Ravert incorporated Presidential Policy Directive 8 and its goal of building
resilient communities and the necessity of “robust citizen engagement” to realize that aim.
He writes that 27 percent of the nation’s fourth-grade students were proficient in civics. Only 22 percent and 24
percent of eighth grade and twelfth grade, respectively, were proficient in the area, according to the 2010 National
Assessment of Educational Progress.
Among the documents cited is a Department of Education report in which Education Secretary Arne Duncan
proposed that, “The need to revitalize and re-imagine civic education is urgent. But that urgent need brings a great
opportunity—the chance to improve civic education in ways that will resonate for years.”
Ravert recommends infusing a greater role for civics under the current No Child Left Behind Act or under the
Common Core Curriculum, states it should also focus on critical thinking and writing skills, and go beyond the typical
social studies class to include public service.
“Community service should be integrated into the formal curriculum of the school,” he wrote. “While it is not a
substitute for formal instruction it enhances the student’s ability to interact socially and enhances experiential
learning. This leads students to better understand our individual position as citizens and may lead them to consider
such things when facing societal issues as: Is this something government should do?”
2) During his research Ravert says he began thinking about how homeland security is a way of life in lands where
people have been dealing with terrorism for a number of years.
“In Israel they teach their children from very early ages how to respond to attacks,” he noted. “I thought of how we
used to have air raid drills in school when I was in elementary school. And while I don’t want to seem like a
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reactionary, I thought of how we don’t seem to teach civil defense skills anymore. I don’t purport returning to those
days, but I do think we need to instill the concept of homeland security in our culture if we are to deal effectively with
violent extremism.”
Homeland security, he believes, should be more than building a bigger military and intelligence apparatus. Students
need to learn how to intellectually process issues while learning to affect change through leadership and diplomacy,
Ravert said.
Inclusion in the research section of the National Strategic Narrative has given the notion of civics education a major
platform for discussion. While Ravert notes there may not have been a direct breakthrough he noted efforts are
underway at the Department of Education to revamp civic education.
However, he doesn’t favor a national curriculum but would prefer each states recognize its importance of citizen
engagement and how such courses benefit communities and homeland security.
“I hope that my research will inspire further debate and that someone more knowledgeable than I will be able to
reinvigorate a sense of civic duty in our citizens so we can truly get to the business of building resilient
communities,” Ravert said.
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